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KISHIDA
INTERNATIONAL AWARD |

The Kishida International Award serves to
“recognize outstanding contributions to engi-
neering mechanization-technological related
programs of education, research, developments,
consultation or technology transfer outside
the United States.” Initiated in 1978, the award

DIGVIR S. JAYAS

Vice President Research
& Distinguished Professor
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DIGVIR S. JAYAS, P.E., ASABE FELLOW, Jayas was the first to demonstrate experimen-
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is endowed by Shin-Norinsha Co., Ltd. of
Japan—publisher of Agricultural Mechanization
in Asia, Africa and Latin America magazine
and other publications—in honor of Yoshikuni
Kishida, founder of the firm. Kishida, whose
signature appears in the upper-right corner
of the plaque, earned worldwide recognition

as a result of his pioneering agricultural mechanization developments.

The award consists of a plaque and a cash award of $1,000. Mounted
on American walnut, the plaque is a metal reproduction of a certificate on
which the International character of the award is graphically indicated and
which carries the inscription: “For outstanding contributions toward food
and fiber production, improved living, and education of people outside of

the United States of America.”

Previous Kishida International Award Winners

is the recipient of the 2014 Kishida International
Award for his distinguished leadership and out-
standing record of international collaboration in
grain storage research and education.

Jayas, vice president (research and
International), distinguished professor, University
of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, (anada, and
formerly the Canada Research Chair in Stored-Grain
Ecosystems, conducts research in the areas of
physical properties of agricultural products; modified
atmosphere storage of grains, oilseeds, potatoes,
and meats; mathematical modeling of biological
systems; and digital image processing for grading
and processing operations in the Agri-Food industry.
The tools and techniques developed by his research
have positively impacted grain storage, handling, -
and safety worldwide.

tally that the resistance to airflow through bulk grain
in the horizontal direction is about one half of the resis-
tance to airflow in the vertical direction. This led to the
development of a prototype grain dryer, in collabora-
tion with AgGrowth Industries, that forces air horizon-
tally and dries grain more evenly and efficiently, and
uses a fan that is one half the capadity of a traditional
vertical airflow dryer, and thus more energy efficient.
Jayas has contributed greatly to the literature
of the profession, having authored or coauthored
more than 700 refereed journal articles, conference
proceedings, technical publications, book chapters,
and 105 invited presentations. Results of his research
have been incorporated in standards of ASABE
A 31-year member of ASABE, Jayas has provided
leadership to Faod Process Engineering Institute
and Information and Electrical Technologies division
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